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THE CAUSES OF OUR ERRORS. 


Truth is the primary want, as it is the pri- 
mary desire of man What can equal truth 
in Religion, which in communicating to us, 
sublime ideas and neble conceptions of the 
Divinity, teaches us to offer upa suitable tribute 
of homage to Him? How interesting is truth 
in Morals, which traces out the line of duty 
for eyery condition in life, without rigour or 
human respect! How important is truth in 
Politics, which by inspiring the Ruler with 
justice, and the subject with due submission, 
rescues Government from the licentious pas- 
sions of the multitude, and the multitude from 
the tyranny of Government ! How salutary is 
truth on the Judgment-seat, which. withers 
guilt, reanimates innocence, and causes Jus- 
tice to triumph! How necessary is trath in 
Education, which establishes a happy concord 
between precept and practice, and impresses 
on the mind that the Professor is equally the 
model and master of infancy and youth! How 
desirable is truth in Literature and the Arts, 
which preserves them from the contagion of 
bad Taste, which protects them against false 
ornaments, as well as false conceptions ! 
How indispensable is truth in the Commerce 
of life, which, banishing fraud and imposture, 
ensures common safety! ‘To Truth inall, and 
to Truth above all, are what the human fami- 
ly cordially, and vitally aspire. ‘They have 
also wisely concluded that Truth is useful, 
and that falsehood is injurious. In fact when 
True Doctrines are universally taught, and are 
deeply engraved on the human heart; when 


they animate every class of Society, if they 
entirely check not the strong eurrent of Im- 
morality and Crime, they will do so to a 
great extent, they will be productive of gen- 
erous sentiments, of virtuous actions, and 
mankind will be convinced that Truth is the 
very soul of the social Body. Whereas if 
error about the fundamental concerns of life 
bears sway in the human mind, especially in 
individuals who are raised up as models and 
us guides, it will lead them from the path of 
moral rectitude, and dash them into the abyss 
of falsehood, by corrupting their thoughts, 
feelings and actions, and will operate on them 
as a principle of decay and death. 

What a tremendous collision of opposite 
opinions, how many systems rising upon the 
ruins of others, how many revolting paradox- 
es have been held up, within the last century 
to the eyes of the world! Look at France, 
—— perverted as she has been by Infidel 

ingland. Does not her Religious, Literary, 
and Political History prove her to have been 
the melancholy arena in which Error had too 
long and too successfully fought against 
Truth? The battle was at first carried on 
with the pen, and finally by the sword. Its 
result was the apparent annihilation of the 
Altar and the Throne. What is remarka- 
ble is that the rival Candidates for victory, 
whether Heretic, or Catholic, Sophist, or 
Philosopher, Infidel, or Christian, Democrat, 
or Royalist, professed to march forward to 


ET a ts no 
of wreek, to which on her passage through 
life, she is so much exposed, we flatter our- 
selves that we can shelter her against several. 
We shall in this Numper of “the Jesuit,” 
endeavour to account for some of ‘the causes 
which Jead to so dangerous, so fatal a result. 

These may be considered to be weakness 
of reason, ignorance, half-knowledge, science 
itself, the false application of the various 
principles of Truth, partiality, or prejudice, 
excessive curiosity, the passions. 

Ist, the weakness of reason.—Placed, as it 
were, between existence and non-existence, 
Man by his faculties exhibits some striking 
features of resemblance to his Maker, but at 
the same time betrays the imperfections and 
misery of all created beings. He is intelli- 
gent, but lus understanding is circumscribed : 
if he be not absolutely incapable of compre- 
hending every kind of truth, he certainly is 
not allowed to conceive al!, to know all, 

In vain does his pride murmur at the nar- 
row limits of his reason, he is as little able to 
break them down, or enlarge them, as to clothe 
himself with an immortal body. If man, 
then, is a finite being, is it strange that he 
should be fallible ? 

We can thus readily conceive that there are 
errors which are the natural consequence of 
mental weakness; and this conviction so far 
from burying us in cowardly despair, ought to 
inspire us with a just diffidence of ourselves. 
Let us suppose that an individual combines 





the field under the streaming banner of Truth, 
and that whoever armed against het consid- 
ered himself as vanquished, if he could have 
supposed that he enlisted under the flag of 
Falsehood. But how does it happen that not- 
withstanding this secret passion for Truth, 


shonld so extensively prevail, and mislead the 
philosopher and the boor? Is it possible to 


as to guard against their influence ? In point- 
ing out the rocks on which human reason 
so often founders, although we cannot ensure 
her against every storm, and the various kinds 





| which is centered in the hearts of all, error | 


trace and detect the causes of our errors, so | 


‘within him a mind of the very first order, a 
|heart the most upright, and knowledge the 
|most extensive, even then we should see but 
man, a being of limited powers. Grant that he 
has the faculty of contrastiag, comparing, and 
appreciating the various objects, that come 
under the cognizance of his senses; this fac- 
ulty, which is his high prerogative, truly de- 
monstrates his weakness. 

If we except certain ‘primary truths, which 
flash convictions upon the mind’s eye, as the 
Sun throws its brilliant beams on that of the 
body, man does not, cannot see the objects 
that are presented to him, in a stmp/e and vet 
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in a full light. The greatest part of his 
knowledge consists of numerous comparisons, 
painful exertions, long.and circuitous routes, 
which eventually lead him into truth, and yet 
‘in these toilsome rounds of intellect rt, 
the slightest inattention, forgetfulnessy o 
drowsiness of reason will serve asa signal 
‘for error, to.steal a march, to disturband de- 
stroy the result. Against thisinsidious invas- 
on, genius and honesty have no protecting 
power. Miserable man: finds to ‘his sorrow 
that he is no more exempt from error ‘than 
from fault. "Where shall we find the Critical, 
Schelar, however scrupulous and attentive, 
who may not be, at times, led astray in his de- 
tail of historical facts. “Let us see the Civil 
Magistrate, however enlightened and upright, 
who when he has closed his official career, 
can appeal :to his conscience and say. that 
every sentence, which he had passed, strictly 
accorded with rigid truth? Man, in all his 
relations of life, is bound to pay tribute for 
the weakness of his nature. It is an evil, 
which carmot be entirely cured. The only 
remedy which can be administered, is a daily, 
a constant exertion to become better acquaint- 
ed with what we are obliged to know, to 
strengthen our reason by reflection and ex- 
rience, to be on our guard against every 
ind of illusion. Then we can say, as a 
comfort to poor humanity, that our errors 
when ‘truly involuntary are not criminal in 
the sight of Sovereign Justice. 





Mro se conrinven+4Q 
a 
THE MISSIONS OF CHINA. 


Two Monks of the order of St. Francis, 
the one a Pole, the other a Frenchman by 
birth, were the first Europeans who penetra- 
ted into China, about ‘the middle of the 
twelfth century. It was efterwards visited 
at two different times ‘by Marco Paolo, a 
Venetian, and his kinsmen Nicholas and 
Matthew Padlo. The Portuguese having 
discovered the passage by sea to India, form- 
ed a settlement at Macao; and Father Ricci, 
a Jesuit, resolved to penetrate into the vast 
empire of Cathay, concerning which so many 
extraordinary things were related. He first 
applied himself to the study of the Chinese 
language, one of the most difficult in ‘the 
‘world. His ardour vanquished every obsta- 
‘ele, and after many dangers and repeated 
Tefusals, he, in 1682, obtained permission of 
‘the Chinese magistrate to reside at Choua- 
‘chen. 

Ricci, who was a pupil of Cluvius, ‘and 
was himsélf well versed in the mathematics, 
‘by means of this science gained patrons 
among the Mandarins, He relinquished the 
‘dress of the ‘bonzes, and assumed ‘the habit 
of the learned class. He gave lessons .in 
geometry, in which he contrived to inculcate 
the infinitely more valuable precepts of chris- 
‘tian morelity. He ‘resided successively at 
Chouachen, Nemcham, Pékin, and Nankin; 
sometimes meeting with ill treatment, at 
others being received with joy ; encountering 
adversity with invincible fortitude, and stifl 
‘cherishing the hope of seeing fruit produced 
by the word of Jesus Christ. At length, the 
‘Emperor himself, charmed with the virtues 
‘and the talents of the missionary, permitted 
“him’to reside in the capital, and granted -sev- 
eral privileges tohim,and also-to.the partners 
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of his-toils. The Jesuits conducted them- 







tended them on every side. ‘ Jealousy,” 
says Voltaire, ‘soon destroyed the fruit of 
their prudence; and that spirit of restless- 
ness and contention, attached in Europe to 
knowledge and talents, frustrated the grand- 
est designs.’’* 

Ricci was equal to every exigency. He 
answered the accusations of his enemies in 
Europe; he superintended the infant .con- 
gregations in ¢China; he gave lessons in 
mathematics ; ‘he wrote controversial books 
in the Chinese language against the literati 
who attacked him; he cultivated the friend- 
ship of the Emperor, and ingratiated him- 
self with the Court, where his politeness 
gained him the favour of the great. All these 
harrassing engagements shortened his days. 
He terminated.at Pekin a life of fifty-seven 
years, half of which had been spent in the 
labours of the apostleship. 

After Ricci’s death, his mission was inter- 
rupted by the revolutions which happened in 
China: but when Cun-chi, the Tartar empe- 
ror ‘ascended the throne, he appointed Father 
Adam Schall president of the board of math- 
ematies. Cun-chi died, ‘and, during the 
minority of his son Cang-hi, the christian 
réligion experienced new persecutions. 

When the emperor came of age, ‘the-calen- 
dar being in great confusion, it was found 
necessary ‘to recal the missionaries. The 
young prince conceived ‘a partiality for Ver- 
biest, the successor of Schall. He directed 
that the doctrines of christianity should be 
examined by the tribunals of the states of the 
empire, and-‘made remarks with his own hand 
on the memoir of the Jesuits. ‘The ‘judges, 
after mature ‘investigation, declared that ‘the 
christian religion was good, and'that it con- 
tained nothing inimical to the ‘purity of mo- 
rals and the:prosperity of nations. 

Tt was worthy of the disciples of Confu- 
cius to pronounee such a seittence in favour 
of the preceptsof Christ. ‘Shortly after this 
decree, Father Verbiest summoned from Paris 
those learned Jesuits who carried the glory 
of theFrench name to the very centre of Asia. 


The Jesuit who was bound for China pro- 
vided himself witha telescope and compasses. 
He appeared at the court of Pekin with all 
the urbanity of the court of Louis XIV., and 
surrounded by the .retenue of the arts and sci- 
ences. He taught the astonished mandarins 
both the real courses of the.stars,. and true name 
of Him who guides them in their orbits. 'Turn- 
ing globes, unrolling maps, tracing spheres, he 
disguised under this material apparatus of the 
universe the great spiritual ruler who upholds 
it. He attacked no errors in physics but with 
a view to correct those of morality; he re- 
placed in the heart, as its proper seat, ‘that 
simplicity which he banished from the:under- 
standing : exciting at once by his manners 
and his attainments a profound veneration for 
his God, and .a high esteem for ‘his native 
land. 

It was a proud sight ‘for France'to behold 
her humble monks regulating in China the 











** Besoissur bes ‘Mceurs, tom.’iv.,.ch. 195. 


annals of a great empire. Questions we 
‘transmitted from Pekin to! Paris: chtonalogy 
astronomy, natural history, were so Many . 
for curious and learned di ' 
Chinese books were translated into Freneh 


}and French into Chinese. Farther Parennin 


invhis letter addressed to Fontenelle, thy; 
wrote to the Academy of Sciences:  Yoy 
will»perh s be surprised that I should 

you from this distant part of the globe a trea. 
tise on anatomy, a course of medicine, and 
questions on natural philosophy, written in a 
language with which you are doubtless unac- 
quainted ; but your surprize will cease when 
you find, that it is your own works which I 
have transmitted to you in a Tartar-dresg:y’ | 

The reader should peruse this letter from _ 
beginning to end: it breathes that tone»of 
politeness and that style of urbanity -almost 
entirely forgotten atthe presentday. Voltaire 
characterizes the writer as a mancelebrated for 
his attainments and discretion, and: who spoke 
the Chinese and Tartar languages very flu. 
ently ; -and continues ; “* He is more particu- 
larly known among us by his luminous and 
instructive answers to the difficulties started 
by one of our most.eminent philosophers, re. 
specting the sciences of China.” 

In 1711, the emperor of China gave the 
Jesuits three ‘inscriptions composed by him- 
self, for a church which they were erecting’at 
Pekin. That forthe front was: To thegenu. 
ine principle of all things. For one ofthe 
two columns of the portico was designed the 
following: He is infinitely good and infinitély 
just; he enlightens, he supports, he directs all 
things, with supreme authority and with sover. 
eign justice. The other column was tovdis- 
play these words: He had no beginning ; he 
will have no end: -he produced all things from 
the commencement of -time ; he it is who gov 
them and is their real Lord. Whoever tiles 
the smallest interest in the glory of his coun- 
try cannot, without deep emotion, ‘behold 
poor French missionaries imparting such 
ideas of the Supreme Being to the rulenof 
many millions. What a truly noble applica- 
tion of religion ! 

The common people, the mandarins,'the 
men of letters, in crowds embraced the new 
doctrine; the ceremonies of the Chureh in 
particular, found the most favourable rece 
tion. “ Before the communion,” says Fa 
er Fouquet, “1 repeated aloud ‘the acts ‘that 
ought to be performed on approaching theholy. 
scarament. Though the Chinese ‘tongue. is 
not ‘fertile in expressions ‘for the affections of 
the heart, this was highly relished... .I re- 
marked inthe faces of these good christians 
a devotion which I had never yet perceived: 

“Toukang,” adds the same missionary, 
“had given me:a liking for country ‘missions. 
I walked out of the town, and found numbers 
of poor people ‘every where -at work: T'ac- 
costed one-of them, whose lodks were’ 
possessing, and spoke to him conseotiagiae 
He seemed ‘pleased with what I said, and jn- 
vited me, by way of ‘doing me-an honour,,to 
pay a visit tothe Hall.of Ancestors. Thisis 
the best building-in the‘town, .it belongs in 
common'to dll the inhabitants, because hav- 
ing for a long:time made it :a practice not,to 
marry out oftheir native place, they are now 
all related, and have the same forefathers. 











‘t Lettr. edif., tom. ats 257, ® 
¢ The Age of Louis XIV,, vol. ii., ch. 39. 
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Here then it was, that several of them quit- 
ting their work, assembled to hear the sacred 
doctrine.”* Is not this a scene of the 
sey, or rather of the Bible ? inautl San ’ 
‘An empire whose immutable manners had 
for two thousand years been proof against 
time, revolutions and conquest; this empire 
is suddenly changed at the voice of a christ- 
tian monk, who has. i thither alone 
from the extremities of pe. The most 
deeply-rooted prejudices, the most ancient 
customs, a religion consecrated by a long 
succession of ages, all give way, all disap- 
, before the mere name of the God of 
the Gospel. At the very moment when we 
are writing, at the moment when Christianity 
is persecuted in Europe, it is propagated in 
China. . That fire which was thought to be 
extinguished is rekindled, as is invariably the 
ease after persecutions. . When the clergy 
were massacred in France, when they were 
stripped of their possessions and honours, 
the secret ordinations were innumerable: the 
proscribed bishops were often obliged to re- 
fuse orders to young men desirous of flying 
to martyrdom, ‘This adds one more to the 
thousand proofs already existing, how gross- 
ly those have mistaken the spirit of chris- 
tianity, who have hoped to annihilate it by 
fire and faggot. Unlike all human things, 
whose nature is to perish under torments, 
the true religion flourishes in adversity: for 
God has impressed it with the same seal as 
he has set upon virtue. 





as 
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Tue Rieut Rev. Dr. Fenwick left Bos- 
ton on Tuesday morning last, on his way to 
Baltimore, where all the Roman Catholic 
Bishops of the United States are to convene 
on the Ist of October in a full, Provincial 
Synod. 

The Archiepiscopal City will then see 
within her precincts, the representative as 
well as real and concentrated light, talent, 
zeal, worth and piety of the immense Catho- 
lic family, spread throughout the Union. 

This Venerable and Illustrious Hierarchy 
of the, Apostolic Church in Republican 
America, will oceupy their respective Seats 


_ in full. Pontifical Costume, and open their 


tmportant Session in strict conformity with 


“the usages of the Roman Catholic Church, 


time immemorial, by the Invocation of the 
Holy Ghost, the Father of Light; supplica- 
ting Him, the Author of every good and per- 
fect gift, that he would shower down his 
‘Heayenly Grace, his manifold Spirit upon 
them, and conduct them into ali truth in their 
déliberations about the prosperity and diffu- 


“sion of that Church, which was led into. all 


truth, and which by him was, is, and ever 
must be confirmed therein,—a Cuurcu which 
is “the pillar and ground of truth;” and 
against which, “the gates of hell shall never 


‘more impressive and edifying, than to behold 


evidencing ou this oecasion a paternal, a pas- 
toral solicitude for the preservation and 
spiritual welfare of their subordinate pastors 
and their respective flocks. 

This will be the Second. Provincial Synod 
ever held in North America,.since its conver- 
sion to Christianity. The First took place 
in 1809, under the auspices of the Most 
Rev. Dr. Carrot, who was the first Roman 
Catholic Archbishop ef these United States ; 
whose sanctity of life is happily registered 
in Heaven; whose patriotism of Soul in con- 
tributizig to snap the galling chain of his 
once oppressed country, had been duly ap- 
preciated by the celebrated Franklin, and 
is still gratefully remembered by a few of the 
survivors of the revolutionary storm. 

How unique is the Catholic Religion! How 
beautifully adapted to all climates and gov- 
ernments! How salutary to the Prince and 
the peasant! How venerable in years, how 


table in morals and in faith! How unparal- 
lelled in purity and piety! How indulgent, 
and yet how uncompromising! With the 
buckler of righteousness, the helmet of in- 
fallibility, with the lightning sword of true 
Faith, she strides over the ruins of Time, 
and marches with her Sons militant into ever- 
lasting Salvation. 








ROMAN CATHOLIC ACADEMY 
(Underneath the Roman Catholic Church,) 


FRANKLIN STREET, BOSTON, 


This Institution, which consists of ‘Two 
Departments, is subjeet to the government of 
the Ricur Rev. Bisnor Fenwick and his 
CLErey. 


An Examination took place in each of the 
Departments, on the 15th of this month, and 
afforded much satisfaction. The manner in 
which the various Classes acquitted them- 
selves, evidently showed the competency of 
the Teachers, and the progress’ which the 
Pupils have made. The Order and Disci- 
pline of this Establishment are truly saluta- 
ry. The disposition of each Pupil is stu- 
died as far as practicable, and when mild 
means prove abortive, recourse is then had 
to coercion. The destructive notions of ill- 
regulated liberty, with which imprudent pa- 
rents, in their overweening affection, fill the 
minds of their children, are here suppressed. 
In this Academy, Liberty signifies a consci- 
éhtious submission of the scholar to the Laws, 
a most respectful deference to the constituted 
Authority which enforces their observance, 
and an eiitire-exemption from the causes of 


prevail.” - What scene more imposing, what} ‘The 


august in Sacrifice, how uniform, how mmu-} 





‘boys’are taught to Know that'they are 
not men, and the girls, that they aré not to. 


the Elect of Israel, the Anointed of the Lord assume the airs of consequence or woman- 


heed. This order of things produces the 
most exeellent effeets. satiate 
In the FemaLe priviston, which is’ stiperin- 
tended by Miss Srevens, a Lady in every 
Tespect well qualified for the office, are-taught 
the following branches of Education ;— ~~ 
Reading, Writing, Arithmetic, English 
Grammar, Geography, and the Projecting 
of Maps—Also, Sewing—Marking—-Lace, 
Muslin, Tapestry, and Bead-work. In ‘ad- 
dition to these, other Branches if required, 
will be taught, but at an Ertra privé; such 
ax— 
Painting by Theorems on Velvet—Drew- 
ing—Painting in Water Colours and Cray- 
ons—Artificial Flower making—Filligree— 
Papenning—Shell work and Crystalized Par- 
lour Ornaments——TeRms, proportionate,.to 
the Branches which are taught,,are:ftom 
Two to Five Dollars, per Quarter, tobe 
paid invariably in advance. ; 

' Mate Department. ° 

Reading—Writing—English  Grammar— 
Geography—Arithmetic—Geometry—Eloeu- 
Terms—from TWO tO. BIGHT DOLLARS. per 
QuaRTER—({( >> Payment must in every instanc 
be made in advance. , 


EXAMINATION OF THE CATHOLIC 
SUNDAY SCHOOLS, 

LOCATED UNDER THE CHURCH @F HOLY a 
Franklin Street, Boston, - ; 


On Sunday last, an Examination of ‘the 
abovementioned Schools took place before 
the Ricut Rev. Dr. Fenwick and several of 
his ctercy. The average number of thé 
Pupils may be fairly estimated to ‘be’ about 
FIVE HUNDRED. pee 

The decent appearance, respectful eon- 
dact, and ready answers of the Children ‘af- 
forded unqualified pleasure. Too muéhi ére- 
dit cannot be given to the Teachers of these 
important Nurseries of MORALITY, PreTY and 
CATHOLIC ORTHODOXY, for their ldudable, theit 
christian efforts in imparting ‘the ‘solid bless-' 
ings of a Religions Education to-sach litthé 
children.” aevae 4 

Several badges of distinction were distribut- 
ed among the most meritoriots. - 

Iw’ CHARLestown there até Two cATHOLto 
DAY s¢nooLs, which count a little wpwafds of 
SEVENTY PUPILS. 

In Bast Camermmer also there is a caTHo- 
Lic scoot, which numbers riety scwotaks 
Great attention i§ paid te Religious Tnstfte- 
tion., The Pupils 6f these three Schools @s- 








reproach or chastisement. 


semble, every Sunday, in Sv. Mary's Ciruncn, 
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Charlestown, where they receive Christian In- | would. be equally impious to, affirm, that our 
.| Divine Saviour would sanction abuses, error, 
and idolatry, nay, confirm them'by the Holy 


formation, } » mito 

{dn our next Number we shall endeav- 
our to give a brief account of the Origin and 
and Founder of Sunday Schools, but in the 
mean time must acquaint such of our Readers 
ag.are not apprized of the fact, that Catholic 
Italy gave birth to the Illustrious Catholic 
Bishop and Saint, who first established them. 
What perfection in Morals, improvements in 
Science, elegance in.the Arts, splendid mo- 
dels.in Eloquence, wisdom in Legislation, 
happiness on Earth, anticipated bliss of 
Heaven, do we not find in the bosom of the 
Catholic Church ! ! 

—_————— 

The following fetter ‘will be’ found highly 
interesting. We request that the reader will 
carefully study so. masterly a production. It 
comes from a Protestant Clergyman, named 
Lavat, “Former Minister of Conde-Sur- 
Noireau, in France. He had been or seve- 
ral years employed in teaching the Doctrine 
of the Reformation; but, as he himself con- 
fesses, he vainly sought in it, that repose of 
conseience, which cannot be found out of the, 
way of Salnation. Racked by feelings of the 
nest poignent nature; seeing the palpable 
contradictions, absurdities and impiety, to 
which such a Doctrine led; disgusted with 
the nonsensical and disorganizing tendency 
of the Private Interpretation of the Bible ; 
lamenting the sad and desolating effects, 
whith that Principle had already produced 
in England, Switzerland and Germany, he 
had. recourse to his Saviour God by humble 
prayer.—He saw that the Roman Catholic 
Chureh alone was blessed with consistéincy ; 
that she alone came under the character- 
astie definition of the True Church, of the 
ene flock, and the one Shepherd; that she 
alone could trace up link by link, the un- 
broken chain of Apostolic Succession from the 
present High Priest of Rome to St. Peter, 
the rock .on which Perpetual Infallibility 
sits enthroned: that this Pious, Tender Mother 
extended her protecting arms over the Child- 
ren of Christendom for Sixteen Centuries, 
according te the concessions of Protestants 
themselves ; that as Jesus Christ, very God 
and very Man, promised to remain withber all 
days, even to the Consummation of the World ; 
that.as he promised to send down the Holy | 
Gltost to lead her into all truth, and te con- 

Arm ber therein; and that whoever, would 
not.hear and ebey her, should be considered 
by Hze and Him, as the Heathen end Pub- 
licam; it would be a perversion of common 
sense, and blasphemy itself, even to suppose 
that Jesus Christ withdrew his promise, and 
shat this must have been the case, if the 


Ghost, in the Roman Catholic Church!!! 
For to remain with the Ore Cuurca he was 
solemnly bound; and as no ‘condition was 
either expressed or implied, he, of course, 
was, is, and ever will be obliged to adhere to 
his promise.—The logical mind, ‘the honest, 
the pious soul of Mr. Lavat, saw all this: 
Irresistible as was this tide of light, which 
thus poured in upon him: One of a different 
nature, from anether quarter, had violently 
rolled against it. This, which too often ex- 
tinguishes the former in thousands situated as 
he was, fortunately produced no bad effect on 
him. Mr. Laval had an amiable wife and sev- 
eral children. » He also stood high as a moral, 
conscientious man, as an excellent preacher, 
and worthy citizen; of course, domestic, 
political copsiderations and a magic circle of 
popularity had closely beset him. It was 
then he felt the conflict between serving God 
and Mammon. It was then he foresaw the 
desertion of his former acquaintances, the 
destitution of his family, the scorn and ab- 
horrence of his heartless and calculatiiug 
summer friends. A ray of God struck him ; 
the voice of Heaven asked him, What doth 
it profit a man if he gain the whole world, ‘but 
lose his soul?) In the strength of the True 
Faith he rises, goes forth, and, reckless of 
every human consideration, when an Eternity 
is at stake, he-kneels atthe altar of Catholic 
Orthodoxy, and publicly abjures the errors 
of Protestantism. 

Appended to this valuable document is the 
formal renunciation of Protestantism by Mr. 
Paut Latour, another Protestant Clergy- 
man, which will appear in due séason. 





LETTER OF MR. LAVAL, 
FORMER PASTOR ‘OF CONDE-SUR-NOIREAU. 


brought up.as you have been, in the bosom 
of Protestantism, and commissioned for many 
years to instruct you, has sought in vain for 


found out of the way of Salvation. Con 
vinced, that an indifference for the true faith 
is, in reality, but.a contempt for God him- 
self, he could never find peace so long as he 
was uncertain of possessing that faith; but 


in Protestantism, an uncertainty without end. 
He applied to reason, but reason, left to 
itself, wandered from doubt to doubt: he 
had recourse to the Bible, but this divine 


self, was his only interpreter, He, unhap- 
py not to find in his own judgment a certain 
rule of faith, sought it elsewhere ; Protes- 





Rereamanion Srers were tight, or what! 





that repose of conscience which cannot be|¢he only Church in creation, has this authori- 


book could no longer anchor his faith, be- 
cause reason, weak and wavering in it- 


tantasm. presented on every side, but,a fright- 


lemanhel that.in France, Svsterdandities 
many, England and wherever. Pr 
are to be found, they, and :partieularly. thdiy 
Ministers, are continually tossed by every wind: 
of doctrine, without the possibility of : 
in one single point; differing in all.exceptin! 
doubt. Such was the distressed situation ita: 
which Protestantism had reduced ‘him : séyp 
himself he felt the:most distressing anxiety 3 
his appeal. to others served only to:incteagg; 
It boys ‘ to ate 
It is easy to, conceive, what» anguish: 
Christian. heart must endure, when dspiriagy 
to a knowledge of Truth, with all the ardogn 
that an affair of sach importance can inspire 9) 
it. finds itself immerged,: in spite of ialboitey 
efforts, in overwhelming darkness. .:\How: 
often have I been excited to beseech of God): 
that he would reveal.to me his truths, or freg. 
me from the desire of knowing them. Way) 
this desire which he kindled in my heart-onby:( 
to render me unhappy ! Should I extinguisl: 
it in my soul? Should I, by renouncing truth;. 
fly from it, far from God, in a state of stupa) 
carelessness? Such was the fatal term)te: 
which doubt had conducted me ; and without: 
divine grace, I could not have. delivered:; 
my$elf from. its torture, but by seekingyinn 
indifference, a frightful peace. Praise bevd/ 
that Being who, ever faithful to those whew 
sincerely put their trust in him, has notipersn 
mitted me to fall into such an abyss. L always 
held in horror this indifference, whichis agj 
absurd as it is culpable. There are some)! 
know, who suffer themselves to be deceived!' 
by it during this short period -of:hife;>bued:! 
could never thus forget the day.ot awfuls 
retribution.’ 
Thus equally incapable of renouncing 
Troth, and of finding it out of the "Ohuyele 
I was ‘attracted, by the weight of my stiffer ~ 
ings, to the bosom of ‘this comiion rank . 
6 avi 
life, 


> alde 
{ nos, 


all Christians, who réceived:from’ 

mouth of Jesus, the words of eternal’ life,” 
which he commanded her “to teach all ns” 
tions, eyen to the consummation of ‘the 
world”* What was the objeet of my desires 9 
What was I seeking? Condemned to wi" 
avoidable doubts and ‘uncertainties by dest’ 
ing, according to the principles of Protes-’* 
tantism, to become myself the author’ a> 
arbiter of my faith, I felt the absolute tiécés " 
sity of a permanent authority, to deté 


He who addresses you, my Brethren, was!the True Faith, ‘This authority ‘should et* 


ist some where, since itis necessary. Ineed’ 
only to\raise my eyes, and J behold it in the*? 
centre of the Universe. The Catholic Church; 
ty. She alone, has invariably exerciséd itt? 
Consequently, it is there alone that I shall” 
find faith, peace, and life: Deprived of at" 

this happiness, by having sought the trath'fi’”” 
the grids of self opinion, how could T hésr™ 


the more sensibly he felt the want of know-/tate to enter by the way of humility, into’the"° 
ing it, the more disconsolate he was to find 


possession of this same happiness ; ind n+ °* 
mit my weak reason to the authority of ‘thé 


everlasting Church 7 - at 
At the commencement of my errors, the 


bounded confidence that I placed in my 0 y 
sufficiency, would néver have ‘suffered | beg 
submission ; but, at length, experience hag, 
radically cured me of it; and poor humaa... 
reason does no longer pride in itself, aftef, .; 
having proved its own insufficiency, . LiKB ap 














ful confusion of contradictory opinions, which 


*S. Matthew, Chap. xxviii. y 19 and 20. 
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the iprodigal Child, it is:the-excess of misfor- 


tomy Own 
mat, O ‘the misery of the human heart, as 
yoid of good desires, as its’ reason is limited 
in understanding! ‘Truth shone before me: 
I, was obliged: to acknowledge it: . but it 
had not.as yet subdued my will. I had to 
suffer a dreadful combat with myself, the 
combat of conseience, which ¢éommands, and 
thatof human interest; which ¢hecks'the pow- 
ers of man. Friends whose displeasure I 
should: incur by my conversion ; my family 
whom, I must confess, it ‘deprived’ of the 
meats of subsistence ; ‘this miserable shame 


to senounce my ‘errors, to abandon 4 sect of | Scriptare, being necessarily 


which I had ‘been the leader, opposed the 
sovereignty of Truth. God permitted that 
it should be so, to deliver me from the tyranny 
of pride, by manifesting to me my weakness ; 
for this struggle against the known trath 
humbled me still more than my ignorance 
and doubts could have done; ‘and made me 
understand. how easily man is deceived in the 
secret motives which retain him in those un- 
h sects, where the conscience is never 
sati I prayed to God to strengthen me 
in my determination,' as he had enlightened 

understanding ; and he took pity on me. 


reason that the Protestant never can be full 

J assured} by his private opinion, whether’suc 

or such..a dogma be or be not:contained in 
the Scriptures? Will.he pretend.to say. that 
every illusion in this respect is impossible ; 
but if’ hé be not’ so far led astray by this 
excessive’ folly, he is obliged to avow thrat he 


ed reason is the only basis of it, and which, 
itself, wants an authority to direct it, 
Besides, the private tise procations of the 
vas different as 
the .opinions of .each individual, : it’ follows 
that every Protestant has against. his, particu- 
lar interpretation that of all the others who un- 
derstand the text in a different sense from him. 


any, only onemust be true. On what grounds 
will any Protestant say that he has had the 
good fortune to find that one, when there 
‘are'so many other ¢ontradictory and opposite 


ticity? He has, he will say, examined the 
passages of the Bible ; he has compared them. 
He has proved them by one another, let it be 


aved by his sacred: grace, IT éxclaimed, F) 805 but every man says the same thing, and 


will,,O Lord; and the sacrifice was-consum- 
mated): « . “vr 

From that. time my Brethren, I have en- 
joyed that only felicity which man can expect 
in this world, peace of conscience. If any 
thing can disturb it, itis a regret of having 
been for many years the oracle of error 
arnongst » A desireto repair as fast as I'am 
able the a prem arte of my deplorable 
ministry, has induced me. to lay open to you 
in this letter the, motives of my returmto the 
Chureh, 1 address. it to‘you with mingled 
feelings-of. grief, and hope. 


has the same reason for believing his’ own 
examination pinot 


private examination, as in, the only, means 
established by God to know the true religion, 
the more his particulat conviétion should be 
shaken, seeing himself opposed by so mariy 
different convictions, equnlly growled on the 
only means established by God in. order .to 
discern the true religion. ‘Thus, rejecting 


posite to his, and foreed to doubt of his own, 
contradictory. to.all the others, he. must neces+ 


For considering. with ‘dll-the bitterness uf|sarily be reduced to acknowledge what, he 


grief the, number of souls that I have led: as- 
tray, [have at least the hope that these few 
words will not prove useless to many, provid- 
ed: they read 
knowing the truth. Why should ‘you refuse 
to listen to me? Isthe voice of the enlighten- 


ought, or what he ought not to believe ; and 
what he does believe.  ~ 2 , 
Finally, if every Protestant had no other 


m with a sincere desife ‘of |interpretation of the Bible different from his 


own than that of other Protestants he | could 
{not rest in security ; however asthe other in- 


ed traveller, pointing out to you the way ofj|terpretations are likewise founded on private 


death, and, that of life, only displeasing to you 
when. your eternal welfare) is.at stake? 

Yes, my brethren, Protestantism is in. re- 
ality. but a true system of incredulity, ¢tip- 
ported on the same basis as all other errone- 
ous systems, and whose maturity would. prove 
the destruction of Christianity. This fright- 
ful truth awfully stares at us in whatever 
light, we behold .it.. This springs from~its 
very, essence, it is printed on every page of its 
history, |The fundamental priaciple of Pro- 
testantism ins at athe ues {: every man 
interpreting the Holy Scripture should be his 
only,rule of faith. The Protestant.can have 
no other, since it is his reason alone that de- 
termines the meaning of the Bible... But as 


riable and opposed to,each other... 
They afford no permanent authority to 
which he should submit. But the Protestant 
in admitting his individual réason as supreme 
judge of ‘faith, declares by that alone fhat he 
believes himself more capable of understand- 
ing the true sense of the Scripture than’ ‘the 
whole Church, and that his opinion should have 


tradition. In vain does the Church produce 
against him the faith of all ages, he despises 
its testimony, and relying on’ a frightful con- 
fidence'in his own thoughts, he will answer : 
you are mistaken ;'it is I who say it. Whatis 
this, I ask, but pride, and what is more de- 


no person will presume to call himself infal-| plorable, pride: fomentcd as a necessary dis- 


lible, and consequently feel certain that, his 
opinions are not erroneous, who ean say that 


he has'a certain faith? that his faith is well 
groili at 


eq: tis 
Reinark ‘how necessary it is that his fullible 
reason should have a certain rule to guide him, 


in order to determine the true meaning’ of 


tthe > 


position ‘to arrive at the Knowledge of the 
religion of the ‘humble of heart? Let evéry 
Protestant sincerely put the question to ti 

self; obliged as he is to-ground his belief up- 
on that very principle which has produced alf 
the errors that ever appeared. I this a suf 
ficient security for a Christian ? “And will he 





Bus when the private reason | be astonished after this; when he’ questiotis’ 





of every individual is the established judg uf hitvisetf'6n the certainty of his belief, to findim, 
that.disarmes my presuiaption, and brings truth, all thé rules that can be given bint m X 
-_ — oka’ {be reduced tathisis whatever appears clear to| doubt, which! in vain’ he’ strives" re 
jyour reason is, true; but is-it_ mot clear to 


has no certainty of his faith, since his wretch- 


But. of so many different interpretations, if 


The more confidence, he may have in his 


the interpretation of ‘others, because it is op- 


reason, théy must be 6qually’ uncertain; va- 


the ascendency over’ constant ‘and universal 


the bottom of his heart the secret pit 


Nos the lepers ial sean eng ert fi 
ca aitp is as Irf us an@ as inc 
his other opinions. : Religion, divine faith, 


tem, and nothing more. He should be always 


trustful of himself; and more ble, that is, 
more Chiristiati'like. “Never cai he pronounce 
with conviction’ the words of the faithfal; I 
BELIEVE; and whatever’ measures He ‘nay 


faith. 
QG-TO BE CONTINUED 4H 
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*," CONTINUED FROM WO 3—PAGE Wy KP): 
This would be a dangerous prejidite and 
berdering too much on that of. stants, 


who imagine, that Christians cannot 

unless’ they read ‘the Holy Seriptites. 
Trenzeus ‘held a very different ft 
this, when he said, what then! if thé Apostles 


opinions, al] pretending to the same ‘aythen-|}y instructed inal the Truths of Religion 
front 


would it not be necessary to follow the or 
of ‘Tradition deposited ‘in the Hands’ of those, 
to whom they’ edrimitted the @ure”of the 


braced the faith in Jesus Christ, followed that 
order, preserving without the aid of the Seri - 
turés' the Divine Truths whith were ‘gritea 
in‘their hearts ‘by the Holy Ghost, ‘afd they 
believed by the means of ancient ‘Taditién, 
that Jesus Christ the Son of God, was God 
himself, the Creator of Heaven and E.arth,and 


that’ faithy although they were 
and) quite) unacquainted -withvour » e 
yet.as to Doctrine, Customs and, Moralsy and 
all ‘things rogeraine faith, were Pe 
y wisé “and spent e 

6 
any person knowing their native tongue would 
Heretics, they would stop their ears. and in- 


| stantly’ quit his cothpany, sooner than listen 
to such blasphemous dis¢ouitses. bein; 


Apostles, they im their simple. mode, of think: 
ing could never admit of 
words of.this great Doctor of the Chu 


infinite ‘number of the Faithful among the 
Barbatous’ ‘Nations, who were disting ie! 
for their piety and ion in every 


Hever read the holy Scriptures.. This tr 
cision iio ease aaiatias all VANE the 
| Sacred: Volume, and ought not to eleék in 


strength is their humble- dependence.on the. 


and positivetestimony that Tradition suffi 
to form their faith and morals it ‘a’ wnantie 





which gives us the Seriptures, gave them nokia 


for him but a certain manner of seeing He 


in fear of being deceived; and ‘he should fear 
it so much the more as he ought to bemoredis 


take, doubt will be found at the bottom of +Ayjs - 


had not left us, the Scriptures, in such Oite F 
order 


Church? Mauy Barbarous Nations; who, ems: 


éir ‘lives agreeably 6 
dj itv all justice, Chastity aid sobriety. If 


propose to them those, doctrines invented by: 


supported by that anciént:Tradition of thé: 


t e least se lenen nee. 
of ‘such shocking ‘errors.’ We oe by t ¢: 
who was almost cotemporary with the Apos 
tles themselves, that there was.in his;:time an, 


any ree, the zeal.of Christinzs,; «whoke © 
‘Chiirch}" but the fact is certain from cleat. 
pe 


the most perfect and sublime. “The Churéh;» 


of ‘all things therein contained. These men, 
who etibraced without the help oP Serpr, 
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writing but by word of mouth, the same good 
and profitable instructions. The unwritten 
word which is in the mouth of the Spouse of 
the Son of God, suppliesthe defect of the 
written word, and affords the same interior 
aoutishment ; im this state of things the 
Faithful were so enlightened, so strengthened 
in the simplicity of faith, so docile to the voice 
ef the Church and acquired such delicate dis- 
eernment, that they would stop their ears 
against the first lispings of contagious doc- 
trine, and be. on their guard against the 
seductive subtlety of innovators. They, 
therefore, greatly deceive themselves, aecord- 
ing to St. Irenaeus, who believe that the 
Church cannot raise her Children to the high- 
est perfection, as well in Faith, as in virtues, 
without making them read the Holy Scrip- 
tures. What St. Irenaeus teaches us concern- 
ing the Faithful of his time, St. Augustine re- 
peate, when speaking of the Recluses of his 
own'tume. Arnan says, “he whois supported by 
Faith, Hope and Charity, needs not the Scrip- 
tures, unless to instruct others, for this reason 
in the Deserts many Anchorets lived up to 
these three virtues. ‘They received the means 
of Prayer, their spiritual nourishment, from 
God, and reached, without the aid of Scripture, 
the highest summit of contemplation.” We 
read that one of the Solitaries sold his Bible, 
for he thereby learned to sell all he possessed 
im order to aspire to and acquire the spirit of 
Evangelical poverty. Can we after the num- 
erous examples given us, doubt of Christians 
arriving at perfection without the use of 
the Scriptures, when the Church who in- 
stracts them (conformably to the spirit of 
her heavenly spouse) becomes for them a Liv- 
ing Scripture and distributes it in a manner 
the best adapted to their wants, It isin this 
spirit St. Augustine spoke tothe faithful, “ Ap- 


yourselves diligently to acquire the know- 
ledge of the Scriptures, We are your Books.” 


To.sead the Seriptures is to hear the Pastors, 
they explain them, and they,scatter among 
the People those passages, which are better 
adapted to their understandings, and propor- 
tioned to their wants. The Panes are the 
living. Scriptures, an individual in this case 
cannot complain that he is deprived of any 
thing necessary, unless he regards the Tra- 
dition of the Church as insufficient, and pre- 
sumes that he can find by his own researches 
in the Book of Life a greater extent of unc- 
tion, purity and knowledge than the Church 
can impart to him. Thus as often as the 

urch judges it prudent (to substitute an 
equivalent for the Bible,) by giving her Child- 
ren instructions better adapted to their true 
wapts, they should humble themselves and 
take the word of this Holy Mother, that they 
Jose nothing, by submitting themselves to her 
instructions and receiving with docility the 
alunent of the divine word given to them by 
the living voice of the Church; convinged 
as they are, that the same spirit which gave 
the Scripture, gives also all the truths which 
it contains without the Scripture; while she 
in ‘her maternal solicitude will not confide 
to them the text, lest they might give it a 
wrong and destructive interpretation; con- 
vinced that whatever pretext they might al- 
ledge whether inquisitiveness, zeal or a love 
for the word ef God, it proceeds from nothing 
else than pride and self sufficiency. 


{0FTe Be conTINvVED4{] 





‘THE TRUE CHURCH. 
CHAP. H. 
OF TRADITION. 


QF conTINVED FROM No. 3.—PaGE 24..5§ 


1. An important question, whether, besides 
the Scripture, there should be any Tradition 
admitted, possessing equal authority with 
that of the Scripture. Or, as some propose 
the question: whether, besides the written 
word of God, there is any word of God, not 
written, but delivered. We shall state, First, 
What are the sentiments of Catholics. Sec- 
ond, What are those of their adversaries. 
Accordingly, the Traditions which the Cath- 
olics admit, are principally two-fold: those 
of the Old, and those of the New-Testament. 
Concerning both of which we shall now 
treat. 


2. The Traditions of the Old Testament 
were either Pharisaical, which Christ in the 
Gospel reprehends: Or, Mosaical, which 
were commendable and necessary to salva- 
tion. Of the former kind were these, First, 
That of the Washing of Hands before eat- 
ing. Matth. 15, 1. Second, The frequent 
repetition of this Washing while eating, 
Mark. 7. 3. Third, Not to eat in company 
with Sinners, Matth. 9. 11. and Luke, 5. 30. 
Fourth, that it was not lawful to heal the 
Sick on the Sabbath, Luke, 6.7. Fifth, that 
they should pray and fast often. Matth. 9. 
14. and Luke 5, 33.; and other such like 


Traditions. 


2. And although some of these Traditions 
were good in themselves, yet the Pharisees 
were reproved by Christ on account of them 
all, for these reasons: Firstly, because they 
sought, from their observance of these Tra- 
ditions, vain glory and the reputation of 
Sanctity among Men, Matth. 23. 28. Sec- 
ondly, From the observance of some of them 
they aimed at power and riches, especially 
from their long prayers, which they recited 
solely for that end, Matth, 23. 14. and Mark 
12. 40. Thirdly, They superstitiously ob- 
served their own Traditions, and meanwhile 
neglected to observe the Commandments of 
God, Matth. 15. 3. and Cap. 23. 24. 


4, 'The Traditions of the latter kind, were 
principally three. First, 'That all and every 
one of the Books contained in the Canon of 
the Jews, were truly divine and inspired by 
God. This, the Jews believed as of Faith ; 
although never written inthe Old Testament. 
Second, , That the Female Children had some 
remedy against Original, Sin, no less.than 
the Male Children; whateyer this remedy 
| 


the Old Testament... Third, That their 





\was. And, this is not written in any part of 


bloody Sacrifices, signified the Death of 


though not written in Moses or the Prophets. 
The first of these Traditions is clear, the 
other two we shall explain, in the following. 
manner : ‘ ee 
5. The Jews believed of Faith, that Female 
Children were conceived in Original Sinj no 
less than male Children: Therefore, they. 
believed of Faith, that they could not be 
saved, unless through some remedy instituted 
by God. But they knew in particular which 
and what kind of remedy this was; other 
erwise all Female Children would have per~ 
ished without a remedy: Yet it is no where 
written in the Old Testament, which and 
what kind, in particular, this remedy was; 
therefore, they knew it through Tradition, 
But this Tradition was necessary to Salva- 
tion, because without a remedy, Female 
Children could not be saved. 


6. They, likewise, believed it to be of 
Faith, that certain bloody Sacrifices were in- 
stituted by God for the expiation of Sins. 
They therefore, considered these Sacrifices 
either of themselves by their own peculiar 
virtue to expiate sins; or, in virtue of the 
Death of Chrisg which was signified by these 
Sacrifices. If the former, they were Here- 
tics; if the latter, they were Faithful, be 
cause they believed what should be believed. 
But whence had they this Faith and Per+ 
suasion? Not from the Seripture, because it 
was never written in the Old Testament: 
Therefore it must have been from Tradition. 
But this Tradition was necessary to, Salva- 
tion; not that it was necessary for each one 
of the people to believe that the future Death 
of Christ was prefigured by these bloody 
Sacrifices, but that it was necessary, that 


some should believe it, especially the Priests 
and Doctors, on whom devolved the care of 


teaching and instracting others, . Otherwise 
the whole Synagogue in this point, which 
was of the greatest importance, would have 
been without Faith, which is absurd, D. 


Thom. in 2. 2. quaest. 2. Art. 7. } 





OF THE TRADITIONS OF THE NEW 
TESTAMENT. / 


7. In relation to these we shall offer, three 
remarks, First, In a general manner, thet 
there are extant some Divine and Apostoli 
Traditions, which possess egual authority 
with that of the Scripture. , Secondly, In.a - 
particular manner, that some of these Tradi- 
tions appertain to Faith, others to Morals 
and external rites. Thirdly, 'That besides 
these, there are others not indeed Apostolica 
but Ecclesiastical, which, although they have 
not an equal authority, nevertheless are de- 
servedly to be esteemed and rather ty 
Christians. Each of these we shall explain 
by as many separate conclusions. 
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Conclusion—-Generally speaking, 
poorer extant certain Apostolical Tradi- 
tions which are ‘not‘expressly had in the Scrip- 
tare; but, nevertheless, have equal authority 
with the Scripture. Thus. the Council’ “of 
Trent. “Sess. 4. And it is also‘inferred from 
Qd: Thess. 2. 14. “Therefore brethren stand 
fast, and hold the Traditions which you have 
learned, whether by word, or by our epistle.”” 
@nwhich passage St. Chrysostom thus writes : 
Hence it is evident that he (the Apostle) did 
mot deliver every thing by Epistle, but many 
things even without writing: And these were 
worthy of the same Faith as those. And 
St. Epiphanius, Heresi 61. But they must 
make use of Tradition also: For they cannot 
receive all things from the divine Scripture, 
Wherefore the Holy Apostles delivered some 
things in writing, others in Tradition, .as the 
the Holy Apostle says: As I have delivered 
to you. And St. Basil in lib. de Spiritu 
Sancto, cap. 27. The Dogmas which are pre- 
served.and preached in the Church, we have in 
part from the written doctrinc, and in part we 
receive. from the Tradition of the Apostles 
delivered to us.as of Faith, which have .the 
same, influence in promoting piety ; and no ene 
contradicts these who has either an ordinary, 
or the least share of knowledge of the rites of 
the Church. And St. John Damascene, lib: 
4, cap. 17... The Apostles have delivered many 
things without writing. The other Fathers 
also, whom we shall soon quote, speak to the 
same effect. 
9. Tt may ‘be asked’ how ean Tradition 
Jhave an equal force and authority with the 
Scriptures? We answer:: As the mandate ofa. 
Prince has the ‘same force and authority with; 
his subjects, whether it be delivered by writing, 
-or by word of mouth: so it is’ with the word’ 
of God, whether written, or delivered without' 
writing. But it maybe said, thatthe Apostolic. 
Tradition, of which we are treating, is not 
the word of God. We :answer, that it,un- 
questionably i is. For, as the doctrine of the 
Apostles, which is contained in their writings, 
is called the Word of ‘God, because it was in- 
spired by Gol, so the-same must be said with; 
regard to the doctrine of the Apostles deliv-' 
ered only by the living voice, without writing; 
which we shall shew:more clearly. As'the 
doctrine of Sts. Matthew, Mark, Luke, John, 
Paul, Peter, James and Jude, which is writ-: 
ten in the Gospels.end Epistles, .is called the 
word of God, because God iinspired it ; ‘so 
also the doctrine of St. Andrew, ‘Philip, Bar- 
tholemew, Matthias, and Barnabas, wiich 
‘they preached by the living voice, ought .to 
be called the word of God, because God in 
like manner, inspired it. Nor is less credit 
‘to be given to the Apostles who did nat 
cnrite, than.to.those who have written. 


: the Apostles. 


|condemned heresy of Heividius. Vide St. 
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10. Second : peaking particu, 
yarly, there areysome: certain A postalicy‘T'ra- 
ditions regarding, Dogmas. of Faith; ethers 
relating te Morals, | or external rites. The 


former is proved, that there are three princi- 
pal things essentially necessary to Faith, 
which.are not found in the Scriptures, but 
are derived from Tradition. The. first is, 
that the entire received Scriptures of the 
Old and New Testament, is the word of 
God. The second, that we possess the whole 
of the Scriptures, ‘as far as-are necessary, 
entire and incorrupt. Third. That we 
should have the true and ‘legitimate sense of 
the Scripture. Thus if we admit these three 
principles of Faith, we must necessarily ad- 
mit Tradition through which we receive 
them ; if we do not admit it, our Faith is 
vain. 

11. Besides these three, there are other 
things which are also had from Tradition. 
First, That the Symbol of Faith (or the 
Apostle’s Creed,) is truly Canonical. and 
Apostolical; of: which St. Basil thus writes . 
I omit other things, and-ask from what Serip- 
tures have we the very Profession .of Faith, 
in which we believe in the Father, the Son, 
and the Hely Ghost? Asif he should say 
we have.it not from Scripture, but from Tra 
dition. For he endeavours, here to prove 
that there are many Dogmas of Faith, which 
we believe, and that are not written, but 
handed down from the Apostles. The Second,’ 
That Infants are to be Baptized. Origen, in 
cap. 6. Epist..ad Romanos, on this subject, 
writes: The Church receives the Tradition 
from the Apostles to administer Baptism, even 
to Infants. And St. Augustine, Jib. 10. de- 
Genesi adi literam, cap. 23. The custom of 
the Mother Church in Baptizing Infants ought, 
by no means to be despised, nor in any manner 
considered superfluous; nor shoulil we believe 
at all.if it were nota Tradition of the Apos- 
tles. 

‘Third, That those Bapfised by Heretics, 
are not ‘to be re-baptized, contrary to the 
error of St. Cyprian. Aug. lib. ‘2. de Bap- 
tismo contra Donatist. cap. 7, Which cus- 
tom, (viz. .of not reiterating Baptism,) I be- 
lieve to be derived from Apostolic Tradition, 
‘And Hib, cap. 23. he writes: That custom’ 
which is opposed to St. Cyprian, must be be-. 
lieved to have its origen from the Tradition of 
Fourth, That. the Blessed Ma- 
ry Mother of Christ, dlways remained a Vir- 
gin, even ‘after child-birth, contrary to the 


Hieronymum contra Helvidii heresim, and 
St. Aug. ‘lib. de Heresibus, -cap. “84. where 
he ‘speaks to this’ effect: The followers ‘of 
Hclvidius thus deny the Virginity of Mary, 





Bpiphanine, \besides- the name of Heloidians, 


ra- | emphatically terms: them Antidicomearianités. 
Fifth; "That in the® Administration’ of Ba 
tism, this form of words should” be “pro- 
nounced : I Baptize thee in. the name..of the 
Father).and of the Son, and of the: ‘Holy 
Ghost ; and that unless: they should be pre- 
nounced the Baptism is invalid. “This ovr 
adversaries admit, although it cannot he 
proved ‘by any other means than by Zradi- 
tion, .and the perpetual” practice’’ of ‘the 
Church. Sisth, That there is a certain and 
determinate number of Sacraments in the 
New Testament. This both Catholics;and 
their opponents believes although }they: dif- 
fer as to the number, for Catholics bélieve that 
there are seven in number ; the Lutherans, 
for the most .part, three ; and. the Calvinists, 
that there are only two. But the neamber, 
whatever it may be, is net defined or expres* 
sed in Scripture. Catholics profess, from 
the Tradition and Declaration of the Church, 
that they have seven Sacraments, Now ‘itis 
incumbent upon their adversaries ‘to! shew 
what proof they shave, of this,.and why they 
limit their number to two or three Sacra 
ments. Certainly they have them, not from 
Scripture, as will be shewn hereafters*): ©"! 

12. it may be said, that some of thesé 
points can be proved from Seripture$ as for 
example, that infants should be baptized, . For 
this can be proved from John 3. 5: »\Unles#® 
man be born again of water’ and the’ Holy 
Ghost, he cannot enter into.the kingdom. of God. 
In like manner that in the atministration 
of Baptism these words ought to be'ptonowm 
ced; I baptize thee in the Name of Father §cv is 
proved from Matth. 28, 19. Going therefore 
teach all nations: baptizing them in the name 


of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Ho- 


ly Ghost. ‘We answer, that some things can 
be proved from Scripture, when ‘they até 
evinced from the true and lawful sense-of the 
Scripture. But often it cannot be clearly as- 
certained what is the true’ and legitimate 
sense, unless from Tradition and the practice 
of the Church ; for instance, if it were clear 
that these words, Unless'aman be bora of 
water and the Holy Ghost; had no other mean- 
ing than this : unléss‘a manbe baptized with 


ithe baptism of water; jt would be evidently 


marifest, that even infants stand in need. of 
Baptism. ‘But this cannot be ascertained ex- 
cept ‘from Trailition. ' Nor could Calvin, whe 
denies that this ‘is the sense of this. | pas 
sage, be refuted by either Catholics or Lu 
therans, ;from Scripture only, but from this 
alone, that suéh an ititerpretation was handed 
down to us by our aneestors through perpetu- 
al Tradjtion, Inthe same manner if it.were 
clear, that Christ, when he sdid, Baptizing 
them in the name of the Father, and ofthe Son, 








@s to coittentl, that after Christ she had other |: 
A children by her ‘Spouse, ‘St. Joseph. But s.| 


and of ‘the Holy Ghost, commande’ tits Apos- 





THE JESUIT. 





: Vout, 








‘tles to pronounce these words, I baptize thee in 
-the name of Father, and the Son, and the Holy 
“Ghost, then'the matter would be completely at 
vest. But this is not inferred from the bare 
words of Scripture. For as Christ said, 
Baptize them in the name of the Father, so in 
another place he said, if you shall ask the 
Father any thing in my name, he will give it to 
you. And in like manner the Apostle in 1 
Corinth. 10. 31.“ whether you eat, or drink ; 
do all tothe glory of God.” And yet it is not 
mecessary that he who asks any thing of the 
father in the name of Christ, should pro- 
mounce these words J ask this, or that in the 
name of Christ nor that he, who eats, or 
drinks should pronounce these words, I eat 
and drink to the glory of God: but it is suf- 
ficient to form such an intention. 'Therefore 
in the first case respecting Baptism, the pro- 
nunciation of the words is necessary, but it 
is not so with respect to these two last. And 
this we know, only from the practice of the 
Church, which has come down to us through 
Apostolic Tradition. 

43. These may be sufficient for the former 
part of the conclusion. The latter can be 
eonfirmed by various examples. For there 
are many Ecclesiastical rites, which have 
been received from the Apostles through 
Tradition alone. And particularly these ; 

1. The Exorcisms and other ceremonies 
amade use of in Baptism. (Vide) Tertullian- 
us in lib. de corona militis, cap. 3. et Basil- 
ius in lib. de spirita Sancto cap. 27. 2d 
That there should be made three immersions 
in Baptism. (Basilius ibidem.) 3dly, that 
the Chrism should be renewed every year. 
(St. Fabianus Papa et Martyr, Epist. 2. ad 
Episcopos Orientis.) 4thly,That water should 
be: mixed with wine in the Eucharistic Chal- 
ice, (St. Cyprianus lib.2.Ep.3.) Sthly, That 
the Eucharist should be received by persons 
when fasting.) St. Aug. Epist. 118,) 6thly, That 
in the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, prayers 
should be offered for the dead (Tertullianus 
supra.) 7thly, That the sign of the Cross 
should be made on the forehead.) Basilius 

loco citato.) 8thly, That we should pray with 
our faces towards the East. (Idem.) 9thly, 
That water should be blessed. (Idem.) To 
these and the like we may apply what 
Tertullian, in the place above cited, says 
chap. 4th. Jf you search a law for these and 
other such like discipline, from the Scripture, 
you will find none. Tredition declares to you 
that she is the author of them, and custom has 
confirmed, and faith ebserved them. 

14. Third conclusion. Besides the Tra- 
ditions above mentioned, which have come 
down to us from the Apostles, there are cer- 
tain other Ecclesiastical Traditions, which 
were introduced by the Prelates of the Church 
after the times of the Apostles ; and although 


they have not the same authority with the. 
Apostolic Traditions yet, however, ought just- 
ly to be observed by Christians. Respecting 
both of these St. Augustine thus writes, Epist. 
118. We indeed carefully preserve those things 
which are not written, but delivered, which are 
strictly observed throughout the whole world, 
and are given to be understood, to have been 
recommended and ordered either by the 
Apostles, or by general Councils to be retain- 
ed, whose authority the Church considers 
most salutary. As that the Passion, Resur- 
rection, and Ascension into heaven of our Lord, 
should be celebrated solemnly once every year. 
And if any thing else is found which is observ- 
ed by the universal Church, wherever it is spread, 
take it for granted, that it has been handed 
down in the same manner. Now by the words, 
either the Apostles themselves, are understood the 
Apostolic Traditions. And by the words, or 
the general Councils are understood the Eccle- 
siastical Traditions. To which words he sub- 
joins. It “is consummate madness to dispute 
whether that ought to be followed, which the 
universal Church throughout the world prac- 
tices.” Such therefore are the sentiments of 
Catholics, with respect to Tradition as well 
Apostolical as Ecclesiastical, which are con- 
firmed by the authority of the Apostles, and the 
Holy Fathers. In our next we shall give the 
sentiments of our Adversaries, that after. 
wards it may be evident, from the comparison 
of both sides of theguestion, to which of the 
two we ought to adhere. 

















On the 17th inst, Mr. Anprew H INEB toiMig a 
‘Mary Guy. . te 





OBITUARY. adit 
Died om the 15th inst. Miss Catuanine Epg. 


woRTH—aged 18 years.—May her soul reat in Pence 
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NOTICE. 


Persons residing at a distance, and de. 


sirous of obtaining “ Tur Jesvurr,” or Ogg. 
lic Sentinel, will please to address a letter tg 
The Eprrors of the Jzsvurr, Boston Mass. 
agreeably to the following form, which, if 
attended to in all its points, will be promiptly 


noticed. 


GENTLEMEN,—I herewith enclose to you 


Taree Dotiars, the amount of my Subscrip- 
tion for the whole year, according to your 
Prospectus. 
of this Letter. I shall therefore expect that 
my Papers will be regularly forwarded to my 
address, (((> Here please to insert 
in very legible characters, with the name of the 
Place and the State in which you reside,) in- 
cluding all the previous Numbers, from Noe. 


I have also paid the Post 


1, and you will greatly oblige 
Your Ob’t. Serv’t. 
N. N, 
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POETRY. 
The Christian’s Contempt of the World. 


Farewell world, with all thy pleasures, 
Why thy toys should I pursue? 

Yonder—heaven all its treasures 
Upens to my ravish’d view. 


See, Ambitions! yonder bubble, 
In Honour’s guise that seems so fair: 
See, and loathe thy *‘toil and trouble,” — 
Lo! °tis vanish’d into air. 


Miser! let the golden tide, 
As you unmeasur’d waste expan 
Behold again—the stream has dried, 
And sullen scow]s the desert sané. 


And ye, too, unthinking mortals! 
Pleasure fondly lures your eyes: 
Lo! she opens wide her portals— 
Tell me, have you seiz’d the prize? 
‘Then—farewell world, with all thy pleasures, 
Why thy toys should I pursue? 
Yonder—heaven all ist treasures 
Opens to my rayvish’d view. F. M. D. 


Se 
MARRIAGES. 


Married on the 15th inst. in the CuuRCH OF THE 
Hoty Cross, in this City, Mr. Joun Fourr to Miss 








Exiza McGaarn. 





CATHOLIC BOOKSTORE, 


AND DISTRIBUTING OFFICE OF 


THE JESUIT, on CATHOLIG# SENTINEL 


Q@-Corner of Franklin and: Federal-streets.4§ 


PATRICK MOONEY respectfully im 
forms his friends and the public at large, that 
he keeps constantly on hand a great variety of 
CATHOLIC BOOKS and RELIGIOUS 
PICTURES, Plain and Coloured.—Also, 
A general assortment of CRUCIFIXES, 
BEADS and MEDALS, of every deseri 
tion, His arrangements with some of 
Commercial Establishments in Europe and 
all the principal Cities of the U. S. of 
America, will enable him to procure any 
Catholic Work at the shortest notice, 
on the most moderate terms. He keeps a 
usual, a supply of STATIONARY, and 
continues to receive Books on Commission. 

(> Orders from any part of the Union, 
will be promptly attended to. 
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